COSIMO (PATER PATRIAE)   6i

casion on which such an assemblage was possible; fourteen
years later the fall of Constantinople swept away all that
formed its peculiar interest, making it impossible for such
a gathering ever to occur again.

This occasion gave Cosimo a great opportunity, both in
the political sphere and with jegard to the cause of learning.
Nor did he allow the cost of entertaining these distinguished
visitors to fall upon the State, but made them all his own
guests, an action which gained him universal commendation
Residences were provided for them such as they could not
have obtained in any other city The Patriaich of Constants
nople was lodged in the Ferrantini palace in the Borgo Pinti;
the Pope and his suite in the extensive range of buildings at
that time attached to Sta. Maria Novella; while to tjie Em-
peror and his retinue were given tbe whole of the Peruzzi
palaces2J then surrounding the Piazza de* Peruzzi, a group
of palaces in which the Eastern Emperor and his suite were
more splendidly lodged than they could have been in the
dwelling of any prince in Europe. The Council began its
sittings on the 2nd March. It sat in tbe cathedral, beneath
BruneJlescbi's glorious dome, at that time the wonder of
Italy, and worthy to be first used on so unique an occasion.

This gathering gave an immense impetus to what was
beginning to be called the "New Learning." It brought to
Florence the most learned churchmen ,of Eastern Christen-
dom, such as Bessarion, Bishop of Nicaeg,, and also the most
learned scholars of the East, such as Gemistos Plethon, whom
Cosimo induced to settle permanently at Florence; it brought
many race r#an,uscripte, most of which found their way into
Cosimo's library,; .and, above .all, it .created personal .contact
and friendliness, destined to have large results syihen a few
years later this Greek learning should find itself driven from
ijts home in Constantinople, The effect <of all this was to
advance Florence still further on that path of unearthing
the long-buried literature of ihe past on which Cosimo's
efforts had already been long engaged.